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Mr. Chair,  
 
 
We are pleased to join the consensus on this resolution, which follows the landmark 
consensus achieved with the Human Rights Council resolution 16/18 and subsequent 
resolutions adopted in Geneva and in New York.  
 
We remain deeply concerned on the increasing number of acts of violence and 
intolerance against individuals based on religion or belief, including persons belonging 
to religious minorities and other communities in various parts of the world. In our 
concept, all persons belonging to religious communities and minorities should be 
allowed to practice their religion freely, in a spirit of tolerance.  
 
In this context, we very much look forward and hope that this resolution will be a 
blueprint for further action on the ground.   
 
We welcome the fact that the OIC and the EU were committed to dialogue in good 
faith. We nevertheless wish to express our hope that future negotiation processes 
could be concluded earlier, to ensure adoption in a timely manner.   
 
With this in mind, our delegation was actively engaged in the discussions and 
presented its views throughout the process of consultations on the OIC and EU-led 
resolutions. This common effort led to some encouraging steps in improving the 
language of both resolutions, which in our view is adequate for a long-term 
advancement of our common objectives.  
 
In concluding Mr. Chair, we would like to emphasize that there are still existing 
divergences and difference in opinion on several issues. No one can be fully satisfied 
with the text of the resolutions. However, the only way to overcome these differences is 
through dialogue. More important, our efforts should now focus on actions to turn the 
provisions of these resolutions into reality.   
 
I thank you.  


