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Mr. President,  
	  
The Albanian delegation is happy to be a cosponsor of the draft resolution L.45. I 
would like to thank Hungary for taking the excellent work done in conducting a 
very smooth and effective process of consultations. 
 
While over years the calendar is meaningfully enriched with important 
remembrance dates, the text presented today shows we have been missing 
something important. Charity is a word with a basic definition but it has a much 
deeper meaning and has different perception and understandings in different 
regions, cultures and civilizations. Yet it translates everywhere into a highly 
noble action.  
 
Every year hundreds of billion of dollars are donated to Charity in order to help 
the poor, assist those in need, care for victims of wars, conflicts, human and 
natural catastrophes. But it would be missing an essential part of it if it were to 
be confined only to financial or material help; Charity is also time, energy, 
dedication, comfort, warmth and love to those in need. The act of spending your 
time in an effort to enrich the enjoyment of others in need and contribute to 
alleviate pain or improve their situation, their everyday life, even if just for some 
time, for a day or more, has proved to be crucial and with lasting effects. We 
know only too well that Charity also advances and supports the human rights 
and dignity of those marginalized and in need and by doing so, it helps creating a 
better and safer world. 
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Charity is the fruit of the work of millions of people who can care for millions of 
people who are in need. Yet, in choosing a symbol, an individual who personifies 
Charity in its best there would have hardly been another person than Mother 
Teresa. In choosing the date of 5 September, the day the world lost Mother 
Teresa, as the International Day of Charity, the General Assembly helps to make 
it more tangible, bring it closer to the people and serves better the aim of 
recognizing the role and promoting Charity worldwide. It also pays a well-
deserved tribute to the tiny woman with a great heart, internationally recognized 
for her life long work helping the sick, the poor and marginalized. Albanians will 
always feel proud of Mother Teresa, of her work and her legacy, which we 
consider our best gift to humanity.  
 
We always recall one of her sayings as it translates the essence of her work: "By 
blood, I am Albanian. By citizenship, I am an Indian. By faith, I am a Catholic nun. 
As to my calling, I belong to the world". 
 
It is precisely this calling the 5th of September of every year will celebrate and 
remember, the irreplaceable role of charity in every society and in every country, 
in order to recognize the work and contribution of different people from different 
regions across the world, to raise awareness about it, to help mobilize the 
resources for charitable actions across the world, including the UN and, last but 
not least, teach and transmit it to younger generations.  
 
Thank you.  
 


